



Dear Councillor,


ACTIVE TRAVEL - THE ART OF THE POSSIBLE


Congratulations on your election to the Council in May.  


I chair Get Sutton Cycling, borough group of the London Cycling Campaign. I am writing to 
you, and all councillors in the borough, to invite you to watch a short film presented by Simon 
O’Brien, Liverpool City Region’s Walking and Cycling Commissioner: Active Travel - The Art 
of the Possible. (You might recognise Simon from the cast of Brookside and other television 
programmes! His interviews with residents and shopkeepers across the country should be of 
particular interest).

 

We face the situation in Sutton where traffic was growing between 3 and 4 per cent per 
annum – that’s a doubling every twenty years (1) - before the onset of Covid and has 
already returned to around pre-pandemic levels (2) despite the surge in prices at the pump. 
Pretending we can continue to squeeze more cars and vans onto our roads simply won’t 
work if greater congestion and creeping gridlock are to be avoided, with yet more delays for 
all road users and rising costs for local businesses.

 

There is robust and growing evidence that enabling more people to cycle (and walk), through 
new (and better) infrastructure not only contributes to reducing traffic levels but provides 
many other benefits including:


• Improved physical health and mental wellbeing through regular active travel...with the 
additional advantage of reducing the demands on our over-stretched NHS


• Less air pollution, responsible for tens of thousands of premature deaths

• Making streets safer, especially for children and other vulnerable road users 
• Contributing towards tackling the Climate Emergency through reduced CO2 emissions


Towards these ends, we warmly welcome the introduction of School Streets across the 
borough.

 

It would be remiss of me not to mention the furore over the infrastructure measures 
introduced, then removed, in 2020. Get Sutton Cycling endorses the need for well-designed 
schemes and proper consultation. Importantly, however, new infrastructure can and should be 
changed in the light of experience rather than hastily removed.   Particularly striking in the film 
are the comments from local people how interventions which at first generate a lot of 
opposition go on to be enthusiastically accepted. The same is true here in Sutton of 
infrastructure measures, some introduced many years ago: Sutton just loves Low Traffic 
Neighbourhoods. 

 

Change can be difficult with the benefits not immediately apparent. However, leaders across 
the political spectrum - eg  Andy Burnham, Mayor of Greater Manchester (Labour), Andy 
Street, Mayor of the West Midlands (Conservative) and the Liberal Democrat-controlled 
council in neighbouring Kingston – have demonstrated how The Art of the Possible is 
achievable with boldness and political will.   
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https://youtu.be/5om1yL7Jxaw
https://youtu.be/5om1yL7Jxaw
https://getsuttoncycling.org.uk/2021/11/22/sutton-just-loves-low-traffic-neighbourhoods/
https://getsuttoncycling.org.uk/2021/11/22/sutton-just-loves-low-traffic-neighbourhoods/


Our supporters are residents of the borough as well as advocates of cycling. Like you, we 
want the very best for our borough. It is becoming increasingly recognised that places that 
are good for walking and cycling are better places. It is very encouraging, therefore, that the 
Government has declared the aspiration for half of all journeys made in towns and cities to be 
walked or cycled by 2030 (3). In Sutton, currently, around a quarter of all journeys are made in 
this way (4). So, clearly, a step-change will be needed during your four-year time of office to 
achieve anything like the Government's ambition for eight years time.  As Simon states in the 
film "any local authority can make [cycling] work with the right political will, good 
consultation and, most importantly, a coherent long-term plan".  We do not want Sutton 
to get left behind. Our children and future generations will not thank those who choose to do 
nothing.  

Many thanks for your time reading this, and for viewing the film. Links that provide some 
further context to The Art of the Possible are provided at the foot of the document. I am also 
taking this opportunity to share with you a short overview relating to electric vehicles. You will 
find this below the references, and I hope you find the overview of interest.


I wish you well with your time as our elected representative.  


Kind regards


Gary James

Chair, and sent on behalf of, Get Sutton Cycling 
25 June 2022 

References 
 

1. DfT’s Road Traffic Estimates: Road traffic statistics - Local authority: Sutton 

(dft.gov.uk) 


2. Daily figures on traffic by mode, during the Covid pandemic, published by DfT: Transport 
use during the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic and developing faster indicators of 
transport activity - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 


3. Gear Change – a bold vision for cycling and walking (DfT, July 2020) (page 12)


4. London Travel Demand Survey borough residents mode share based on average 
daily trips:  2017/18 - 2019/20 (TfL planning data portal, January 2022) 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https://roadtraffic.dft.gov.uk/local-authorities/177
https://roadtraffic.dft.gov.uk/local-authorities/177
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/transport-use-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/transport-use-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/transport-use-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-pandemic
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/904146/gear-change-a-bold-vision-for-cycling-and-walking.pdf
http://planning.data.tfl.gov.uk
http://planning.data.tfl.gov.uk


ARE ELECTRIC VEHICLES ALL THEY’RE MADE OUT TO BE?


It’s undeniable that the electric vehicles (EVs) offer substantial benefits but they are far 
from a panacea and, amidst all the good publicity, key facts are too readily overlooked 
including:


• EVs do nothing to reduce congestion. Indeed, if anything, the opposite is true with 
their much cheaper “fuel” costs and the perception that they are an acceptable 
green alternative compared with other modes of travel


• Likewise, EVs do nothing to enable and encourage Active Travel, with its 
accompanying health benefits


• EVs are much heavier than those with petrol/diesel engines – hence more wear and 
tear of roads….and so….more potholes to repair


• CO2 emissions won’t disappear because not all of our electricity is generated from 
renewable sources


• Tyres and brakes emit harmful pollutant so air pollution from motor vehicles will 
remain a major issue: Warning Over Tyre and Brake Dust Particle Pollution - 
Car.co.uk


• The installation of refuelling points on or near footways are additional pieces of 
street furniture, in already cluttered environments, creating another hazard for the 
disabled, including those with loss of sight


Other useful documentation 

Get Sutton Cycling’s publications page provides an extensive library of active travel related 
literature. Here you will find links to Sutton’s current Sustainable Transport Strategy 2020-2025 
Supplementary Planning Document, and many of the borough’s previous transport and cycling 
strategies, plus relevant government and regional policy documents. 


Chapter 2 of the London Cycling Design Standards (Transport for London, 2014) includes a 
section entitled ‘Developing a coherent cycle network’. We really would like Sutton to take this 
forward. 


The Cycling Action Plan: Making London the world’s best big city for cycling (TfL, December 
2018), notes that cycling is a fundamental element of delivering the Healthy Streets Approach, 
an approach that puts people’s health at the heart of decision-making.


New Cycle Route Quality Criteria (TfL, May 2019) outlines six criteria designed to be consistent 
with recommendations in the London Cycling Design Standards and – working alongside other 
guidance and tools – should be used to shape the design of new cycling infrastructure. 


Cycle Infrastructure Design: Local Transport Note 1/20 (DfT, July 2020). In the Foreword, the 
Minister of State with responsibility for cycling and walking notes: “This updated national 
guidance for highway authorities and designers aims to help cycling become a form of mass 
transit in many more places. Cycling must no longer be treated as marginal …. but as a means of 
everyday transport”. This reflects the aspirations of the Mayor of London’s Transport Strategy 
(GLA, March 2018)


The London Cycling Campaign takes a comprehensive look at transport, active travel, health and 
sustainability issues facing London on its Webinars and Reports page.


Finally, if anyone tells you “it’s too hilly to cycle here” or “shopkeepers rely on people parking” 
there are some explanations to help at Cycling Fallacies.
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https://www.car.co.uk/media/news/general/warning-over-tyre-and-brake-dust-particle-pollution
https://www.car.co.uk/media/news/general/warning-over-tyre-and-brake-dust-particle-pollution
https://getsuttoncycling.org.uk/publications/
https://getsuttoncycling.files.wordpress.com/2021/11/sustainabletransportstrategy2020-2025_spd_lbofsutton_november2021.pdf
https://getsuttoncycling.files.wordpress.com/2021/11/sustainabletransportstrategy2020-2025_spd_lbofsutton_november2021.pdf
https://content.tfl.gov.uk/lcds-chapter2-toolsandtechniques.pdf
https://getsuttoncycling.files.wordpress.com/2019/03/cycling-action-plan_december2018.pdf
https://getsuttoncycling.files.wordpress.com/2019/06/tfl_cycle-route-quality-criteria-technical-note-v1_may2019.pdf
https://getsuttoncycling.files.wordpress.com/2021/05/cycleinfrastructuredesign_localtransportnote1-20_dft_july2020.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/mayors-transport-strategy-2018.pdf
https://lcc.org.uk/campaigns/webinars-reports/
https://cyclingfallacies.com/en/

